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and Tochigi, the cabin boy, into their bunks with acute cases
of seasickness; in addition to his other duties Jack stood
knee-deep in water in the galley trying futilely to manage a
hot meal. Charmian not only took her regular trick at the
wheel, but two four-hour tricks in a row, holding the course
in rough and black seas while the five men slept securely
below deck. Roscoe, who had put aboard hundreds of dollars
worth of specially canned health foods, at Jack's expense, sat
in his cabin eating the health foods. When Jack asked him
why he didn't scrub down the decks and make some attempt
to keep the boat clean, Roscoe replied that he couldn't work
because he was constipated.

In the midst of the dirt, danger, and confusion, with his
world almost literally sinking beneath him, Jack sat down
on the forward hatch and began writing Martin Eden,
perhaps the finest novel he ever wrote, and one of the
greatest of all American novels. The original ink-scrawled
manuscript shows few changes, indicating the tremendous
powers of organisation he had developed, and the con-
centration with which he pitched into his work. After a
week the sun came out, Martin Johnson and Tochigi climbed
weakly from their bunks, and Herbert Stoltz, without a
captain to command him, did his best to keep the Snark
before the wind. Jack wrote his thousand words a morning,
pushing forward into the autobiographical story in which
he tells of his own struggles to overcome his lack of book-
learning, to turn himself from a rough sailor into a cultivated
man and a successful author in the short period of three
years. The main characters are himself, Mabel Applegarth
and her family, and George Sterling as the poet Brissenden.
Ruth Morse, the name Jack gave his heroine, is convincing
because she is taken from a life model, the only woman above
the working class he ever made believable. Warm, crude,
vital, Martin Eden is strikingly prophetic; the poet Bris-
senden warns Martin Eden that he must tie himself to
socialism or when success comes he will have nothing to
hold him to life. Martin renounces his socialism, and then,
sated with success, drowns himself.